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National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

The purpose of this eNews is to provide members of the National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse & Exploitation monthly updates on 

trends, issues, studies, and work being done in the field of child sexual exploitation prevention. The material highlighted in the eNews is for 

information purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement. If you believe you are receiving this email in error or would like to  

unsubscribe from this service, please email: PreventTogether@gmail.com. 

Make Plans to Attend the Prevention Coalition’s Annual Meeting, October 21-22 

The Prevention Coalition’s Annual Meeting will be held on October 22nd at the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children (NCMEC) headquarters in Alexandria, VA. The closest airport is Ronald Reagan 
Washington National Airport (DCA). This airport is 2 stops away on Metro (DC area subway system) or 
about 5 miles/15 minutes away by car. By rail, NCMEC is less than 0.5 miles from the King Street Station 
in Alexandria, VA and is easily walkable from there through a pedestrian tunnel.  
 

The all-day meeting will feature speakers and presentations, as well as committee reports on 2019 

achievements. Thank you to NCMEC for hosting us and providing lunch on both the 21st and 22nd! 

 
Afternoon educational sessions will be held on the afternoon of October 21st at NCMEC headquarters, 

focusing on topics selected by Coalition members.  

 
A complimentary cocktail reception will take place from 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm on October 21st at a nearby 

restaurant. This networking event will be a great chance to catch up with old friends and meet new mem-

bers. 

  

With NCMEC’s valuable assistance, the Coalition is in the 

process of reserving a limited number of hotel rooms at the 

Westin Hotel Alexandria Old Town at a reduced rate of 

$240/night. The hotel is within walking distance of 

NCMEC’s headquarters. The cocktail reception is also be-

ing held in this hotel. An email will be sent with instructions 

on booking a room in this reserved block in the near future. 

 

This year there will be a small registration fee charged to 

participants attending this year’s meeting. Individuals rep-

resenting Organizational members will be charged $50 

and National Leader members will be charged $30. More 

on this to follow. 

  

For questions and to make suggestions, please contact 
catherinetowsend@yahoo.com. Make plans to attend now! 

 Beautiful Alexandria, VA (Creative Commons) 

mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
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Janet Rosenzweig Interview  

Prevention Coalition member, Dr. Janet Rosenzweig, recently appeared on 

Brian Ross Investigates discussing how predators like Jeffrey Epstein can 
operate in plain sight, and what parents can do to protect their kids. Go to  

https://youtu.be/T1nbHsUjLls to see the segment. 

 

Janet is the author of The Sex-Wise Parent and is a frequent speaker and 

lecturer at conferences, universities and media events. 

Michael Johnson is Honored by APSAC 

Prevention Coalition member Michael Johnson was recently recognized at the 

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC) Colloquium for 
his professional contribution in the Law Enforcement Group to 70+ Years Address-

ing Child Maltreatment in the USA: Pioneers and APSAC’s Role in Improving 
Practice, Science, and Resiliency. 
 

Michael Johnson is Youth Protection Director for the Boy Scouts of America 

(BSA), where he leads the organization’s efforts to continually enhance and im-
prove youth protection policies and procedures and ensure the safest possible en-

vironment for its more than 2.3 million youth members. 
 

Johnson served for nearly 28 years as a Detective and the Lead Child Abuse In-
vestigator in the Juvenile Division of the Plano Police Department in Plano, Texas. In that role, he focused 

exclusively on the investigation of child abuse cases, including sexual assault and exploitation. He retired in 

2010. 
 

Johnson is a founding member of the Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center located in Plano and was 

named the Center’s Child Advocate of the Year in 1996. Johnson was at the forefront of promoting the multi-

disciplinary team investigative approach and the children’s advocacy center (CAC) movement in the early 
1990s. 
 

Johnson served two terms on the national board of directors for the American Professional Society on the 
Abuse of Children. He served on Law Enforcement Subcommittee for several of APSAC’s national colloqui-

ums and is Past President of the APSAC Texas State Chapter. He currently conducts training for  

APSAC’s Colloquiums. 
 

Congratulations, Michael! 

Prevent Child Abuse Vermont Program Featured on NPR 

 On July 20, 2019, NPR ran a program titled Beyond ’Good” vs. ’Bad’: 4 Lessons to Help 

Prevent Child Sexual Abuse. Linda Johnson of Prevent Child Abuse Vermont, and their 

signature program, Healthy Relation-

ships was featured.  

 

Click here to see more: NPR Program. 

https://youtu.be/T1nbHsUjLls
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/20/743234863/beyond-good-vs-bad-touch-4-lessons-to-help-prevent-child-sexual-abuse?utm_medium=social&utm_term=nprnews&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=npr
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The Sinatra Center’s “Protect Yourself Rules” Educational Videos and Lesson Plans Will 

Soon be Available to Cub Scouts Nationwide 

On June 20, 2019, the Barbara Sinatra Children’s Center and Prevention Coalition member, Boy Scouts of 
America, formally announced a partnership that will introduce the “Protect Yourself Rules” program to more 

than 1.2 million Cub Scouts nationwide. Through animated videos and ancillary learning material developed 

specifically for younger audiences, the program aims to educate children about how to recognize inappro-
priate behavior, including how to distinguish between safe and unsafe touches, and what to do when con-

fronted with abusive behavior. 

 
The program has been developed and scripted by child advocates, psychologists, and national scholars 

and tested at various stages of development with students, teachers, school administrators, parents, and 

experts in the field of child abuse. The videos are separated into two age and grade groups: kindergarten 
through third grade and fourth grade through sixth. 
 

Prevention Coalition member, Jon R. Conte, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus at the Uni-

versity of Washington and Director of the Joshua Center for the Prevention of 
Child Sexual Abuse who assisted in the development of the series notes: “Few 

things are as clear in efforts to prevent sexual abuse as is the importance of 

providing children with the knowledge and skills to identify risk situations and to 
avoid, escape, or disclose abuse before it happens or after it happens once. This 

partnership will greatly expand the number of children, and those who love them, 

with information to help them prevent abuse. No other prevention method is known 
to be as effective.” 

 
 “The ‘Protect Yourself Rules’ campaign has reached millions of children across the 

country since it launched over two years ago,” explained John Thoresen, Chief Executive of the Foundation 

and the Barbara Sinatra Center for Abused Children. “We are so proud to be working with the Boy Scouts 
of America to expand the reach and impact of this critically important initiative.” 
 

In support of its youth education and protection efforts, “Protect Yourself Rules” is also endorsed by: Na-

tional YMCA, National Rural Health Educators, Association of American Educators, National Association of 
School Psychologists. In addition to the Boy Scouts of America, many schools throughout the United States 

are using the “Protect Yourself Rules” to comply with state mandated abuse protection education in 

schools. 
 

To learn more about the program visit FightChildAbuse.org. The current and future videos are provided free 

of charge online at www.fightchildabuse.org or www.youtube.com/channel/UCdC2_Ejij_BxbNkHhzatEAw. 

 
 

 

Jon Conte, Ph.D. 

http://fightchildabuse.org/
http://www.fightchildabuse.org/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdC2_Ejij_BxbNkHhzatEAw
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Resources to Help Advocates Communicate about Prevention   
 

What will it take to help advocates, practitioners, and anyone who wants to play a role in prevention illustrate 

that prevention is possible, that it’s happening, and that everyone can take concrete steps to be part of it?  

 
Five years ago, Berkeley Media Studies Group set out to answer that question with support from the Nation-

al Sexual Violence Resource Center and partners across the sexual violence prevention field. In 2018, 

Berkeley Media Studies Group published a set of tools and resources to help anyone committed to preven-
tion use strategic communication to make the case for prevention strategies and approaches – whoever and 

wherever they are. The tools provide step-by-step guidance for constructing effective messages, reframing 

sexual violence to include prevention, and engaging journalists to make prevention part of news about sexu-
al violence.   

 
Want to put the research into practice? Please contact Pamela 

Mejia at mejia@bmsg.org, or NSVRC at resources@nsvrc.org. 

Click here for the guides: Moving Toward Prevention: A Guide for 
Reframing Sexual Violence and its associated Media Rela-

tions Toolkit.  Find BMSG at: www.bmsg.org @BMSG 

@BerkeleyMediaStudiesGroup 

CDC Releases Online Tool:  Select, Adapt, Evaluate! How to Use Essential Elements to  

Inform Your Prevention Approaches 
 

The CDC has released Select, Adapt, Evaluate! How to Use Essential Elements to Inform Your Prevention 

Approaches to help state and local partners with the implementation of prevention approaches based on the 
best available evidence. 
 

Because each setting is unique, practitioners must make decisions about how to balance delivering violence 

prevention approaches as intended with the reality of their local contexts. The Division of Violence Preven-
tion developed this online tool to support the decision-making process. The tool complements the 

“Adaptation” section on Violence Prevention in Practice website and the document, Using Essential Ele-

ments to Select, Adapt, and Evaluate Violence Prevention Approaches 
  

Select, Adapt, and Evaluate! will help explain how evidence-informed approaches work and suggest ways to 
effectively select, deliver, adapt, and evaluate approaches in a community. Although this tool was designed 

with evidence-based approaches in mind, it may also be useful for approaches supported by promising or 

emerging evidence. 
 

To see it in action, join CDC and Prevention 

Coalition member, PreventConnect, for a 
web conference on Wednesday, September 

18, 2019, at 11 am PT/ 2pm ET. Register 

for the web conference at this link.   
 

mailto:mejia@bmsg.org
mailto:resources@nsvrc.org
http://www.bmsg.org/resources/publications/moving-toward-prevention-guide-reframing-sexual-violence/
http://www.bmsg.org/resources/publications/moving-toward-prevention-guide-reframing-sexual-violence/
http://www.bmsg.org/resources/publications/media-relations-toolkit-elevate-sexual-violence-prevention/
http://www.bmsg.org/resources/publications/media-relations-toolkit-elevate-sexual-violence-prevention/
http://www.bmsg.org/
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4c
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4c
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4d
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4d
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4e
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4f
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e4f
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e50
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e51
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e52
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e52
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The CDC Offers New Training that Helps Mental Health Professionals Stop ACEs Before 
They Start 
 

The CDC invites mental health professionals to take a new training, Preventing Adverse Childhood Ex-

periences (ACEs).  
 

ACEs affect children and families across all communities. They can have long-term effects on health 

and wellness across the lifespan and future generations. The good news is ACEs are preventable.    
 

This training module has been developed as an addition to the introductory ACEs training for profession-

als providing mental, emotional, and behavioral health services to children and families.  
 

Topics include: 

• Role of culture and diversity in working with 

families 

• Identifying risk and protective factors 

• Providing ACEs prevention programs, ser-

vices, and strategies across the social-ecological 

model 

• Providing intervention services for children 

and families 

• Educating others and raising awareness 

 
Take the training to develop skills and knowledge to create healthier lives for all children and families. 

NCMEC Launches New NetSmartz Series: Into the Cloud 

 
NetSmartz Into the Cloud is a new, online safety 

adventure series for children in grades K-5!  

 
Using CyberTipline data from the National Center 

for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), each 

episode focuses on a different element of online 
safety from online privacy, to online enticement, to 

recognizing and reporting unsafe/inappropriate in-

teractions and content.  
 

Unfortunately, we know from NCMEC CyberTipline 

data that young children are often the victims of 
child sexual abuse facilitated by technology. Into the Cloud presents important online safety information 

for children in an age-appropriate and engaging way!  

 
Check out www.missingkids.org/netsmartz for Into the Cloud Episodes 1 & 2, Discussion Guides, Class-

room Activities and more! For a child-safe site to watch Into the Cloud and find more activities and link to 
download the brand new interactive game Cloud Chaos go to www.netsmartzkids.org.  

https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h13913d1,167847d,1678cc8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h13913d1,167847d,1678cc8
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h13913d1,167847d,1678cc9
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h13913d1,167847d,1678cca
http://www.missingkids.org/netsmartz
http://www.netsmartzkids.org/
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IGNITE 2019 

 

Ignite 2019 is Darkness to Light’s Na-

tional Prevention Conference that brings 

together Darkness to Light Authorized 

Facilitators, child sexual abuse profes-

sionals and experts, researchers, and 

individuals from a wide variety of disci-

plines who share a commitment to the 

prevention of child sexual abuse. 

 

The conference will engage attendees on a national level to equip, strengthen, and organize their 

child sexual abuse prevention initiative as well as provide advanced training, thought provoking 

interactive sessions, and help individuals and organizations bring back fresh ideas to their commu-

nities. Offering four tracks – individual, organizational, public health, and legal, there is something 

for everyone. For more: www.d2l.org/national-prevention-conference/ 

 

The conference will be held at the Sheraton Framingham Hotel & Conference Center located right 

outside of Boston at 1657 Worcester Rd, Framingham, MA 01701. Ignite 2019 will be held on Octo-

ber 8th and 9th, 2019, with the advanced training available on October 7th.  

 The National Sexual Assault Conference: Beyond the Breakthrough  

 
Beyond the Breakthrough (August 21-23, 2019, in Philadelphia, PA) acknowledges the monumental shift 

in the public awareness about sexual harassment, abuse, and assault led by the Me Too Movement. This 
year’s conference seeks to inspire the collective movement to end sexual violence as we continue to build 

on the momentum of this critical breakthrough. Click here. 

Tweet of the Month 

“When adults understand the difference between healthy and unhealthy sexual behaviors in children, 

they are better able to support healthy attitudes and behaviors and react to teachable moments. https://
bit.ly/2EsFw0k www.nsvrc.org #preventcsa #HealthyKids” 

  

Follow us on Twitter at @PreventTogether. 

http://www.d2l.org/national-prevention-conference/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bosfs-sheraton-framingham-hotel-and-conference-center/?scid=bb1a189a-fec3-4d19-a255-54ba596febe2
https://bit.ly/2KcIur6
https://bit.ly/2EsFw0k
https://bit.ly/2EsFw0k
http://www.nsvrc.org
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PCAA National Conference, September 16-18 
  

The 2019 Prevent Child Abuse America National Conference: Moving Upstream, will 

take place on Monday, September 16 through Wednesday, September 18, 2019, in Mil-

waukee, Wisconsin.  Check-out the conference website at: www.pcaaconference.com.   

 

This conference focuses on a multifaceted approach that shifts the focus to upstream so-

lutions which prevent child abuse and neglect from happening in the first place, including: 

  

Innovative, Evidence-Based Programs and Practices that improve child well-being and promote 
healthy child development, strengthen families, and meet the unique needs of different communities, cul-
tures, and populations; 
  

Family-Friendly Policies that support evidence-based programs and interventions that help keep families 
together, address the underlying causes that can contribute to child abuse and neglect, and provide sup-
ports to all families, especially those in high-risk communities;   
  

Cutting-Edge Research that helps provide direction and advance the field, and that can be translated into 
practice; and 
  

Impactful Public Awareness that drives community engagement and understanding of the issues, pro-
motes positive social norms and attitudes around the issues, and changes behaviors. 
 

The 2019 Prevent Child Abuse America National Conference will examine these core components—
innovative programs and practices, family-focused policies, cutting-edge research, and public awareness 
and engagement strategies—and provide the latest thinking to help drive the field toward upstream pre-
vention so that every child has the opportunity to grow up safe and nurtured. 

Get Ready for #ATSA2019: Shaping the Future 

You are invited to join the Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers in Atlanta, Georgia, Nov. 6-9, 

2019, for the 38th Annual ATSA Research and Treatment Conference. It is the largest educational con-

ference of its kind, featuring the world’s leading researchers and practitioners. 

 

This conference will offer symposia, workshop presentations, poster sessions, discussion groups, and ad-

vanced clinics relating to issues in both victim and perpetrator research and treatment. All sessions, with the 

exception of posters, have been approved for Continuing Education credits. Each presentation will provide 

information and training based on cutting edge research development and clinical application. The format is 

designed to best facilitate interaction with and learning from some of the most advanced practitioners and 

researchers in the field of sexual abuse. 

 

In addition to the three-day Conference schedule, ATSA will offer a selec-

tion of intensive half- and/or full-day Pre-Conference Clinics. These Clinics 

are designed to provide participants with intensive training and skills en-

hancement. 

 

http://www.pcaaconference.com/
http://www.atsa.com/atsa-conferences


8 

National Coalition to Prevent Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation 

www.preventtogether.org l email: preventtogether@gmail.com 

2019 National Child Welfare Evaluation Summit 

Registration is now open for the 2019 National Child Wel-

fare Evaluation Summit on August 20–21 in Washington, 

DC! Join us to explore how evaluation methods and re-

search evidence can serve the needs of jurisdictions and 

local communities. 

 

The Evaluation Summit is an opportunity for child welfare 

leaders, evaluators, funders, policymakers, advocates, 

and others to come together for timely and important dialogue and learning around this year's theme: Lev-

eraging Data and Evaluation to Strengthen Families and Promote Well-Being.  

August/September/October Events 

2019 National Child Welfare Evaluation Summit, August 20-21, Washington, DC 

 

2019 National Sexual Assault Conference, August 21-23, Philadelphia, PA  Click here. 

 

Become a Trainer in the Healthy Relationships Project, September 5 - 6, 2019, Montpelier, Vermont. 

kgrant@pcavt.org or (802) 498-0622.  

 

Stop It Now! Webinar, September 10, Dear Stop It Now! I’m afraid my brother is grooming a child, 2 – 3 

pm ET. Register Here 

 

The 2019 Prevent Child Abuse America National Conference: Moving Upstream, September 16 - 18, 

2019, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. www.pcaaconference.com 
 

CDC’s Select, Adapt, and Evaluate! Webinar, September 18, 2019, 11 am PT/ 2 pm  Register for the 
web conference at this link.   
 

IGNITE 2019: October 8-9, Framingham, MA For more: www.d2l.org/national-prevention-conference/ 
 

Prevention Coalition Annual Meeting, October 21 - 22, Alexandria, VA, For more information: catheri-

netowsend@yahoo.com. 

 

Stop It Now! Circles of Safety and Circles of Safety Train the Trainer: October 29-30, New Britain, CT. 

Click HERE to register.  

Submit your events for inclusion in next month’s Events Calendar to drive awareness of your organization! 
Please email information to catherinetownsend@yahoo.com.  

Communications Committee Co-Chairs: Susan Kennedy & Matt Hartvigsen 

https://events.myconferencesuite.com/summit2019
https://events.myconferencesuite.com/summit2019
https://events.myconferencesuite.com/summit2019
https://bit.ly/2KcIur6
mailto:kgrant@pcavt.org
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/4611080586349478657
http://www.pcaaconference.com/
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e50
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e52
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h1b9e568,17f1e77,17f2e52
http://www.d2l.org/national-prevention-conference/
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com
https://www.stopitnow.org/circles-of-safety-training/in-person-training-calendar
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=qyntlvbab&oeidk=a07egc1314z5bf74597
mailto:catherinetownsend@yahoo.com

